The well documented improvements in survival from childhood cancer have raised questions about both physical health and psychological aspects of quality of life in survivors. This has resulted in an evaluation of physical, hormonal, and endocrine functions on the one hand, and cognitive and behavioural outcomes on the other. Far less attention has been paid to the consequences for social or emotional adjustment. Yet there are reasons to believe that it is precisely these aspects of development that may be compromised.' 2 There have previously been a number of reviews concerned with physical3-6 and intellectual/neuropsychological7-9 outcomes. This review therefore, is restricted to the implications of cancer and its treatment for long term social and emotional development. 
The articles reviewed are based on a computerised literature search (MEDLINE) . In selecting articles, we have focused on those which specifically report follow up of children and adolescents treated for cancer (under 19 years of age on diagnosis). Articles" 14 that include patients diagnosed over very wide age ranges have been excluded from detailed consideration on the grounds that in these studies it is not possible to distinguish the irmpact of cancer on children from that of older adults. Fobair et al, for example, included patients diagnosed between 5 and 65 years, and aged between 15-78 years on interview."1 The impact of cancer on an adolescent rather than an older person is incomparable. Neither is it possible to select instruments appropriate to assess psychological functioning across this age range.
There is generally a consensus that long term survival may be defined as five years or more since completion of treatment. While the majority of studies adopt this working definition, others include some patients with shorter survival times.'5 16 We have excluded from the review studies that include only children treated for central nervous system tumours, as many of these children experience compromised central nervous system functioning, which may in itself contribute to the course of social development.7 1718 A range of outcome measures has been employed. However, in order to facilitate some comparisons across studies, we have distinguished three categories of outcome measures. These include assessment of (1) life goals and achievements; (2) 
